Advances in gastrointestinal endoscopic techniques.
An increasing number of techniques for endoscopic diagnosis and treatment is being described. Endoscopic surgeons should be familiar with these techniques. Although many of the diagnostic techniques, other than marking, do not have widespread clinical application, the therapeutic techniques that were described in this article are being used successfully in increasing numbers of appropriately selected patients. Additional experience and technologic advances will refine the endoscopic therapy that is available to patients with colorectal diseases.